
EMU Student Body Election Information-2021 

Note: There will be 17 senator seats open for election. 

6.1 Elections: Elections for Student Body President, Student Body Vice President, Senators, 

Constitutional Amendments, and Referenda shall be held at the same time, on the last consecutive 

Wednesday and Thursday of March. Voting shall commence no later than 8am on Wednesday, and close 

no sooner than 8pm on Thursday. All currently registered students shall be eligible to cast one (1) vote. 

6.3 Campaigning: There shall be three types of campaigning: Verbal Campaigning, Electronic 

Campaigning, and Active Campaigning. “Verbal Campaigning” is defined as any spoken campaigning, and 

shall be allowed at any time. “Electronic Campaigning” is defined as utilizing email, texts, websites, or social 

media and shall be allowed starting the first day of the Winter Semester. “Active Campaigning” is defined as 

campaigning utilizing printed materials and/or written materials, and may not begin until thirty (30) 

calendar days before voting begins. All campaigning must be done in accordance with University policies, 

and must abide by the following restrictions:  

1) Candidates for office in the election must not knowingly be within six (6) feet of any student while 

that student is voting.  

2) Campaign material may not discriminate or promote discrimination in any way that is inconsistent 

with University or Student Government policies.  

3) Campaign may not be posted on trees, telephone poles, wires, fire hydrants, parking meters, trash 

cans, public signs or benches on campus, or automobiles unless the owner of the automobile 

expressly authorizes such posting.  

4) Campaign materials may not be posted in residence halls without the express permission of the 

appropriate Area Complex Director or Office Manager.  

5) Chalking must adhere to Physical Plant policies, be at least twenty (20) feet away from building, and 

five (5) feet away from other chalking.  

6) Chalkboards and dry erase boards owned by the University may only be used to post nonpartisan 

information about voting.  

7) The Freedom Wall, adjoining kiosk, and “the rock” outside of Strong Hall may not be used for 

campaigning. The Freedom Wall and adjoining kiosk may not be reserved during the course of the 



election and shall be used by the Election Commission to advertise the Student Body Elections.  

8) Candidates may not tamper with the campaign materials of other candidates.  

9) Student Government may not endorse any candidate.  

10) No Student Government resources, including the Student Government offices, may be used to 

advocate for the election of any candidate.  

11) Candidates may not serve at any campaign related event, nor may they use alcohol or alcohol related 

themes in campaign materials.  

12) Candidates and tickets may not spend more than $500 during the course of a campaign advocating 

the election or rejection of a candidate or ticket.  

13) Candidates must adhere to the COVID-19 guidelines, as established by their respective County 

Health Departments and Eastern Michigan University. 

6.5 Executive Elections: In order to appear on the ballot, candidates for Student Body President and 

Student Body Vice President must complete an application prepared by the Election Commissioner, 

attend one Senate meeting, and obtain signatures from at least one-hundred and fifty (150) currently 

registered students (for this year, this shall be done through Google Forms) by March 8th at 11:59pm. 

Names of candidates (grouped by ticket) shall appear on the ballot in a random order. The ticket receiving 

the greatest number of votes shall be the winner. In the event of a tie, the incoming Senate shall decide 

the winner. 

6.6 Senator Elections: In order to appear on the ballot, candidates for senator must complete an 

application administered by the Election Commissioner by March 8th at 11:59pm, and attend one Senate 

meeting (there is no signature requirement for Senator applicants this year). Names of candidates shall 

appear on the ballot in a random order. The candidates receiving the greatest number of votes shall be 

declared winners until all vacant seats are filled. In the event of a tie, the incoming Senate shall determine 

the winner. 

 

6.9 Referenda:  

1) Referenda may be placed on the ballot to gauge the opinion of the Student Body on an issue or 



advocate a change in Student Government policy.  

2) To appear on the ballot, a student (referred to in this section as the “petitioner”) promoting a 

referendum must first submit the proposed referendum language to the Election Commissioner. 

Such language may not exceed one-hundred (100) words. Within ten (10) calendar days of such 

submission, the Election Commission must approve, reject, or suggest amendments to the 

language of the proposed referendum, but the Election Commission may not reject proposed 

language unless it violates the word count or is submitted late.  

3) After approval of proposed language by the Election Commission, the petitioner and their designees 

must (1) obtain the signatures of one-hundred and fifty (150) currently registered students by 

March 8th at 11:59pm, asking for the referendum to be placed on the ballot, or (2) receive a two-

thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate by March 9th to place the matter on the ballot. The language of the 

referendum approved by the Election Commission must appear on the petition or in the Senate 

resolution described above, and must appear on the ballot. 

 
6.10 Constitutional Amendments:  

1) Proposed Constitutional amendments may be placed on the ballot consistent with the applicable 

provisions of the Constitution.  

2) To appear on the ballot, a student (referred to in this section as the “petitioner”) promoting a 

Constitutional amendment must first submit the proposed language to the Election 

Commissioner by March 8th at 11:59pm. Within ten (10) calendar days of such submission, the 

Election Commissioner must review suggested amendments, if any, to the language of the 

proposed amendment, but the Election Commissioner may not reject proposed language unless 

it is unclear or violates a University policy, or federal, state, or local law. Rejections may be 

appealed through the process specified in Section 8.4 of these Bylaws.  

 

 

 

6.11 Results: Results of elections shall be counted by the Election Commissioner and Student Government 

adviser. Results of elections shall be ratified by the Election Commissioner and shall be published. A 

spending report with the amount spent by each candidate shall be published no later than fourteen (14) 



calendar days following the election with all sensitive material being removed.  

6.12 Violations: Candidates that violate these Bylaws or Commission mandates shall be subject to review by 

the Commission, which shall determine an appropriate punishment. Punishments shall be limited to the 

following:  

1) Complete or partial bans on active campaigning for a definite period of time;  

2) Removal of previously disseminated campaign materials;  

3) Prospective ban on disseminating campaign materials;  

4) Fines, which shall not exceed $50 per violation, or $100 per campaign, and shall be deducted from 

the campaign spending limit;  

5) Disqualification. If the commission disqualifies a candidate from an election, the Commission shall 

publish a written report to the Senate and the candidates in that election explaining the reasons for 

the disqualification.  

6) Under no circumstance shall votes be deducted as a form of punishment. In the event that any fines 

are collected, all revenue generated shall be placed in the cash reserves of Student Government.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.13 Appeals:  

1) A candidate who is banned from active campaigning or disqualified from the election by the Election 



Commission may appeal the decision to the University’s Ombuds. The appeal must be in writing 

and must be sent to the Ombuds within forty-eight (48) hours after the Commission publishes its 

decision. The Ombuds, or the individual they designate, shall hear and decide the appeal and issue 

a written decision within five (5) business days after receiving the appeal. If the Ombuds does not 

issue a decision within that time period, the appeal is deemed denied. All appeals under this section 

are final and not subject to further appeal.  

2) A candidate may appeal the election results as determined by the Election Commissioner and the 

Student Government Advisor. The appeal must be in writing and must be sent to the Ombuds 

within forty-eight (48) hours after the Commission publishes the results. The Ombuds, or the 

individual they designate, shall hear and decide the appeal and issue a written decision within five 

(5) business days after receiving the appeal. If the Ombuds does not issue a decision within that 

time period, the appeal is deemed denied. All appeals under this section are final and not subject to 

further appeal. 


